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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, ETRA, IN 
SUBJECT: INSAT CONTRACT 

1 . DURING RECENT CALL ON ISRO OEFICIAL (PROF. SINGH) FSL WAS 
TOLD THAT ISRO HAD SELECTED FORD AEROSPACE AS THE PREFERRED 
BIDDER FOR INSAT CONTRACT. WE ARE ALSO TOLD THAT EORD REPS 
ARE NOW IN BANGLADESH EOR FINAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: THIS CONTRADICTS OUR EARLIER IMPRESSION THAT 
HUGHES WAS LEADING CANDIDATE FOR INSAT PROJECT. EMBOFF CON- 
TACTED HUGHES LOCAL REP WHO CONFIRMED HUGHES NOW OUT OF THE 
PICTURE. ISRO DECISION ON CONTRACTOR WAS APPARENTLY REACHED 
IN MAY AND AFTER FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS HOPE TO PRESENT PRO- 
POSAL TO CABINET BY JULY 15. HUGHES IS NOT DISCUSSING PRO- 
JECT PUBLICALLY NOR HAS ANY OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT BEEN MADE. 
HUGHES LOCAL REP BELIEVES HIS COMPANY STILL IN GOOD POSI- 
TION TO COMPETE FAVORABLY FOR SEVERAL PROJECTED GROUND STATIONS 
CONNECTED WITH THE INSAT PROJECT. 
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